Age 4$      Arrival of the Due d'Angouleme
France, had taken refuge in England after the French Revolu-
tion, and now that the pendulum was swinging back again,
had returned to France with a view to stirring up the Royalists
and striking a blow against Napoleon.
Headquarters were much intrigued to catch a glimpse of the
' Royal Tiger ',* as he was called, and one night at dinner at
Lord Wellington's, Larpent saw him with his attendant
gentleman, the Comte Dumas.
Lord Wellington was in his manner droll towards them [says Larpent].
As they went out, we drew up on each side, and Lord Wellington put
them first; they bowed and scraped right and left so oddly, and
so actively, that he followed with a face much nearer a grin than
a smile,1
The arrival of the Due d'Angouleme created a difficult
situation for the British Commander-in-Chief, though had he
arrived some months earlier his presence would have been
more than welcome.
"... If I were a Prince of the House of Bourbon ",
Lord Wellington had written in the previous November,
after his entry into France, " nothing should prevent me from
now coming forward, not in a good house in London, but in
the field in France; and if Great Britain would stand by him,
I am certain he would succeed."2
The situation, however, was different now, for the Allies
had entered into peace negotiations with Napoleon, and
though Lord Wellington believed in hereditary monarchy
he believed still more in peace.
He had counselled it to Lord Bathurst in the preceding
autumn, in that same letter in which he had suggested that it
was the moment for the arrival of a member of the House of
Bourbon.
1 Larpenty Vol. //, p. 288.           2 Dispatches^ Vol XI, p. jo<5V
* " All odd strangers '*, says Larpent, " who came to headquarters
here have been long called tigers. Of course we now have the Royal
Tiger ! This is a headquarters joke . . .*' (Journal ofLarpmt} Voi H,
p. 283).
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